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\iy'h,cr€rs, fieedou of spccch and lieedom ollhe press are fundamentai human rights, and
free use ofthc Internet is piotected in Article 19 ofthe Univcrsal Dccla.ation ofHuman
Rights, which guarantees fteedom to "receive and iopart infomration and ideas though
any media regardless offrontiers", and

Whereas, the rapid provision of fuIl and mcensored informatjon through the Iniemet has
become a major industry in the United States, and one ofits major exports, and

Whereas, political censorship ofthe Intemel degrades the quality ofthat service and
ultimately threate4s the integdty and viability ofthe indushy itsetl both in the United
States and abroad, and

Whereas, some authoritarian foreign govenments such as the Govemments of Belatus,
Burma, China, Cuba, Egypt, Iran, Nofih Kore4 Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Vietnam block, restdct, and monitor the information their
citizens attempt to obtain, and

Whereas, technology companies in the United States such as Google, Itrc. that operate in
countdes contolled by authoritarian govemmcnts have an obligation to comply with the
principles ofthe United Nations Decla.ation ofHuman fughts, and

Whereas, technology companies in thg United States have failed to develop adequate
standards by which they can conduct business with authoritarian go\, enments while
protecting human dghts to freedom ofspeech and {ieedom ofexpression,

Therefore, be it resolved, that shareholders rcquest that management institute policies to
heip protect fteedom ofaccess to the Intemet tvhich would include the following
minimum standards:

1) Data that can identify i[dividual users should not be hosted in Intemet restdcting
countries, wherc political speech can be treated as a cdme by the legal system.

2) The company will not engage in pro-active censorship.
3) The company will use all legal means to resist govemment demands for

censorship- The company will only comply with such demands ifrecluired to do
so through iegally bilding procedures.

4) Users will bo clearly infonned when the compaay has acceded to legally binding
governmeDt requests to fiher or otherwisc censor conlent that the user is lrying to
access.

5) Users should be infonned about the company's data retention praclices, and tho
ways in which their data is shared with third padies.

6) The company will document ali cases where legally-binding censorship requests
have been complied with, and that information will be publicly available.


