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Chart 1
Legal services

Number of zip code areas with legal services sites

Percentage
Change in | of New
Previously | Presently zip codes | Yorkers with
with sites | HIV and
AIDS - 2004
Citywide 43 33 -23.3%
Manhattan 16 12 -25.0% 31.2
Brooklyn 9 3 -67.0% 247
Bronx 10 9 -10.0% 21.8
Queens 5] 6 0.0% 13.5
Staten Island 2 3 +50.0% 1.8

As the above chart and the attached map of the City reflect (see Attachment “I”),
Brooklyn will have sites in only three zip code areas providing legal services to clients.
Zip code areas covering Flatbush, East Flatbush, Williamsburg, East Williamsburg and
Bushwick (communities with very substantial numbers of people with AIDS/HIV) were
cut. While the number of zip code areas in Queens that will provide legal services
remained the same, funding was cut by fifty percent (see chart 2 below).! In addition, the
map is alarming in its representation of the geographical disparity between zip codes
served in Brooklyn versus the large number of zip codes served in Manhattan (12) and
the Bronx (9). This raises a serious concern about the process followed when awarding
the subcontracts.

This matter has been discussed with MHRA, which has indicated that it awarded the legal
service subcontracts without regard for the number of sites in a borough or for the
monetary value of the contract services awarded by borough. MHRA has also asserted
that one Brooklyn-based contractor, Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A, was passed
over in favor of a Bronx provider in order to satisfy locally based requirements of the
RFP. However, as the attached spreadsheet ranking awardees shows (see Attachment
“II”), no Manhattan-based citywide contractor providing legal services was passed over
in favor of Brooklyn in order to meet the RFP’s requirement to ensure an “adequate
geographic distribution of services.”

Additionally, attached please find MHRA’s letter to the Comptroller’s Office
supplementing the prior discussion. The letter does not address the relevant issues
regarding site selection or the failure to expend financial resources equitably across the
five boroughs. Indeed, Staten Island received a legal service subcontract that amounted to
approximately 70 percent of the Brooklyn-based contract when it only has 1.8 percent of
Citywide HIV and AIDS cases. (MHRA is unable to provide us with the value of the
services the Legal Aid Society proposed to expend in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Bronx
locations under its multi-borough contract).

' Charts two through five reflect subcontracts recently awarded by MHRA.
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